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Madam Chairman and members of the committee:

My name is Jessica Stewart and I am a resident of Cascade County. I come here today to
talk to you about the Summer Youth Employment Program.I am currently in the WIA
(Workforce Investment Act program for youth) This program has helped me in so many
ways. I am a single mom of a 7 month old little boy. I am also a TANF(Temporary
Assistance to Needy Families) participant. TANF is not enough to live on and get my son
the things he need or things I need. The WIA Program has allowed me to work 40 hours a
week making minimum wage so I can survive and bring in extra income. It also had
offered a great deal of experience for me that will help me get a better paying job. I have
also learned some life skills that will help me through out my life and have helped me
take care of my son. The WIA program has also been there when I needed an advocate

or just a simple question answered. With the Summer WIA program I hope to continue
my training and hopefully find a good paying job with the knowledge I have learned. I
hope you take this in to consideration and please put the Summer WIA program in place
and put more money back into the program. So young adults can succeed in the world
today and have proper training it take to have jobs that pay well.

Thank you for your time

Jessica Stewart

113 Riverview 3E
Great Falls, MT 59404
406-453-8660
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To whom it may concern:

My namc is Matthew Sieler and I am a sophomors at Montana State University, Billings
Montana At thic time T wonld like to sayv a faw waords ahont the heln and ascistance T
have received from District VI H.R.D.C of Lewistown Montana. It is my hope that my
comments will help to ensure that others will be able to obtain the aid and resources
which have been of such benefit to me.

Living in the small rural town of Roy Montana, about 35 miles from Lewistown,
there was not much opportunity for me to find even part time employment in my early

high school years. Also, being the son of a widowed mother whose only income came

from Social Security Survivors Benetits, 1 couid not depend on famiiy resources o

provide the money I needed for a car and college savings. Fortunately, one day I was
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nrogram.
After being enrolled in the program by Jackie Rammelt, the Employment &
Training Case Manager, I was able to work full time throughout that summer doing
maintenance and cleaning at the local high school. As a result of this employment, I was
able to make enough to purchase my first vehicle, and when the summer was over I was
able to work, under the same program, at the local service station after school and on
weekends. By the time I graduated high school in 2002 [ had managed not only to save
enough money to get me started in coiiege, put also 1o acquire mechanical skiils that

“fif‘fu\nf f‘vn lna]p nPLT D h r‘ uﬂr] 1+:~ p«r\mnmo it o \rar}r pnc\cﬂk]n f‘qaf T nvnulr‘ nnf

wpnaasl en aae

have heen ahle to huy my awn car, attend college, or gain valuable ioh skills; all
accomplishments I am very proud of. I appreciate all the help I have received, and
continue to receive, and implore you to take all possible measures to ensure that others

have the chance to receive the same assistance.

Matthew E. Sieler




DENTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS

FERGUS COUNTY
A D> SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 84
(f"' P.O. BOX 1048
DENTON, MONTANA 53430
Q (406) 567-2270/2370
“Home Of the Trojans"
March 30, 2000
To Whom it May Concern:

My Name is George Ihly. I am the Superintendent of schools at Denton Montana. I understand
that there may not be funding for the HRDC summer youth program this year. Last year I had the
opportunity to recommend a young man to the program and the Lewistown office was able to get
him a job with the Forest Service in Stanford. This experience turned out to be one of the most
beneficial experiences in one of our young men’s lives. The person I am talking about worked
on noxious weed control and fire control. His fire experience turned him on to a desire to
become a seasonal firefighter. Just this week he was successful in getting a job with an inter-
regional crew in California. The kid’s self concept has really improved since being employed
last year through HRDC.

I sincerely hope that anyone who has something to say about the funding of the program will
consider all the good a program of this type can do for adolescents who without the program

would not have a job.

Thank you very much for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

George [y

Superintendent




Vikki Retterer
417 W. Farewell
Lewistown, MT 59457
(406) 535-2735

February 12, 2007
To Whom It May Concern:

I am a single parent of two teenage daughters, Chelsie, who has been enrolled in
the Youth Program for the past two years and is looking forward to enrolling again, and
Justice who was new to the Youth Program this past year.

The Youth Program enabled both my daughters to obtain employment with
businesses in town. Several businesses in town are not able to afford to hire a student for
part-time help during the summer without the help of the HRDC Youth Program.
Through this program, Chelsie and Justice learned what it means to have responsibility
and have a good work ethic.

Chelsie and Justice are looking forward to working with the Youth Program again
this summer. The Youth Program helps many teens find employment and by helping the
employer with the wages, there are more opportunities for our teens.

Thank you,

Vikki Retterer
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WINNETT PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT #1
phone: 406-429-2251 fax: 406-429-7631
P.O. Box 167 Broadway Avenue
Winnett, Montana 59087-0167

February 12, 2007

RE: HRDC
Summer Youth Program

To Whom it May Concern:

This letter is in total support of the summer youth program that is available through the
HRDC office in Lewistown, MT each year.

Our school district has been able to employ at least one youth from our community, if not
more each summer and provide them w1 ith a summer job. For most of them, this is a first
time job where they gain valuable life-skills that will prepare them for adulthood.

We wish to encourage the continued funding for this program, as it is a very valuable
asset to youth in Montana.

Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,

Dr. Clay Dunlap
Supt.




Harlowton High School (406) 632-4324
FAX (406) 632-4416
Hillcrest Flementary (406) 632-4361

Harlowton Public Schools

School District No. 16 — P. O. Box 288 — 304 Divison — Harlowton, Montana 59036

February 8, 2007

To Whom It May Concern:

I am writing this letter to support the HRDC summer work program. I believe that
this program is very beneficial to many people. It helps the kids, the employer, and
the community.

Statewide, HRDC employees around a 1000 young men and women every year. It
also gives 60-70 students a job in our central Montana area. Many of these kids do
not have a chance of getting a job without the help of HRDC. Many of the employers

‘are unwilling to help these students out by offering them a job. The HRDC program

allows poverty students to start to build up a working reference list as well as learn
how to work. I believe that this is a very important lesson for all people.

Harlowton Public Schools has a goal of preparing every child for the world of work,
and when they get prepared they will have a positive effect on society. HRDC has a
similar goal. This program teaches students to help themselves. It does not allow for
them to wait for handouts and become dependent upon society. It teaches them job
skills and holds the students accountable towards their actions.

I would recommend all the support you can give to this great program. If you would
like to talk to me in person, my phone number is (406)632-4324.

Thank you for your time,

L by

Andrew J. Begger
Superintendent
Harlowton Public Schools

“Home of the Engineers’




May 29, 2004

Honorable Board of Commissioners -
Petroleum County
Winnett, MT 59087

Dear Commissioners:

I'have been asked to write this letter by Jackie from the HRDC office in Lewistown. I have been able to
have a summer job at the Petroleum County Conservation District/NRCS office in Winnett for two years
now. This summer is my second year. HRDC funds projects I do, such as your county road measuring and
mapping I did last year. She has informed me that the funding for this HRDC summer work program for
kids my age has been severely cut back.

I am writing to ask your support in the future for this work program, as I feel it is really a worthwhile
program. [ attended a meeting in Lewistown this spring and discussed how this program could be
improved in our towns. A short time later T learned that small town funding had been drastically cut in
favor of larger cities.

T am not sure what we can do in support of this program in the future, but I wanted you to be aware of what
is happening. Thank you for your time and concern.

Sincerely yours,

Chdsg Mome_

Chelsea McKenna
PO Box 76

Winnett, MT 59087
(406) 429-2121

cc: HRDC/Lewistown, MT
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02/12/2007 17:09 (FAX) 14065333843 F.002/0062
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02/12/07 MON 12:44 FAX 406 464 2881 . . ROY SCHOOL
Roy Public School | Roy Public Schoo!
Home of the Pirates P.0. Box &
500 Davis Street
Roy, MT 9471
(406) 464-2511
2/12/07
To Whom It May Concemn,

During the past 6 years, the HRDC youth program has made a positive impact on the
lives of a few Roy Students and [ have seen first hand the change it has made for them.

Jackie has worked with students and professionals in the community to coordinate the
details, She has been great to work with and is always try.ng to do what is best for the
students.

In our case, wo had a few studen:s whio were undecided as to what they wanted to do
after high school. In at least two casus, the students graduated from high school and went

~ onto well on their own. These wers at-risk students who needed guidance and discipline
that this program requires. We owc the program a big thanks as well as our total support.

If you have any questions, please fse] free to call,

N &85

Dustin Sturm
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